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of Prussia, but the entire family of Hohenzollern, or all
the bearers of that name.

In France, however, a casus belli was being sought
against Prussia which should be as free as possible from
German national colouring; and it was thought one had
been discovered in the dynastic sphere by the accession
to the Spanish throne of a candidate bearing the name
of Hohenzollern. In this the overrating of the military
superiority of France and the underrating of the national
feeling in Germany was clearly the chief reason why the
tenability of this pretext was not examined either with
honesty or judgment. The German national outburst
which followed the French declaration, and resembled a
stream bursting its sluices, was a surprise to French
politicians. They lived, calculated, and acted on recollec-
tions of the Confederation of the Rhine, supported by the
attitude of certain West German ministers; also by Ultra-
montane influences, in the hope that the conquests of
France, ' gesta Dei per Francos/ would make it easier in
Germany to draw further consequences from the Vatican
council, with the support of an alliance with Catholic
Austria. The Ultramontane tendencies of French policy
were favourable to it in Germany and disadvantageous in
Italy; the alliance with the latter being finally wrecked
by the refusal of France to evacuate Rome. In the belief
that the French army was superior the pretext for war was
lugged out, as one may say, by the hair; and instead of
making Spain responsible for its reputed anti-French elec-
tion of a king, they attacked the German Prince who had
not refused to relieve the need of the Spaniards, in the
way they themselves wished, by the appointment of a use-
ful king, and one who would presumably be? regarded as
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